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Business Area #8: 
Massachusetts Avenue 
Corridor 
 
Boundaries: bordered by 
Waterhouse Street, Garden Street, 
Sherman Street, B&M Railroad, 
Oxford Street, Everett Street, 
Massachusetts Avenue. 
 
Major areas of Business, Retail, 
and Industrial concentration 
include: retail shops, restaurants 
and offices between 1540 to 1880 
Massachusetts Avenue, businesses 
and offices on Garden, Sherman 
and Oxford Streets. 

 

 
1500-1900 Massachusetts Avenue 

 
Larcenies from buildings increased in the first six months of 2001 due to a pattern of health club 
larcenies from the Bally’s Fitness Center, located at 1815 Massachusetts Avenue.  Six of the sixteen 
incidents reported occurred at this location.  Typically, thieves target credit cards left in lockers on 
weekdays while patrons workout on their lunch breaks or after work.  Sometimes lockers are left 
unlocked and sometimes thieves break the locks to gain entry. ? Three out of the five larcenies 
from persons reported in the first six months of 2001 involved patrons at local restaurants.  
Victims typically sling their purse over the back of their chair or leave their wallet-bearing jackets 
unattended and later realize that an unknown suspect has stolen their belongings. •  The sole 
commercial break occurred at the Montrose Spa at 1646 Massachusetts Avenue.  A suspect, 
believed to be an employee, entered the store without setting off the alarms and stole $3,000 cash 
from a safe. • The sole commercial robbery occurred at the Cambridge Trust Bank at 1720 
Massachusetts Avenue.  The robber entered the bank and demanded money from the teller.  The 
suspect threatened to use a gun if the money was not handed over to him.  This robbery may be 
linked to several bank robberies reported in Charlestown.  •  The majority of the fraud incidents 
involved individuals using stolen credit cards to make purchases at local businesses.  There were no 
incidents of flim flams or counterfeiting reported in this business district in the first six months of 
2001. 
 
 
CRIME 2nd Quarter 

2000 
2nd Quarter 

2001 
%CHANGE 

    
Larceny from Building 14 16 +14% 
Larceny from Person 5 5 N.C. 
Commercial Burglary 5 1 -80% 
Commercial Robbery 0 1 +100% 
Shoplifting 3 2 -33% 
Fraud/Flim Flam/Counterfeiting 13 12 -8% 
 

8 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE (1500-1900)/AGASSIZ 


